The National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order in the United States, meeting on October 29, 2010, at Scottsdale, Arizona, aware of the lack of Franciscan friars to serve as Spiritual Assistants to fraternities, recommends as follows:


1.  That all Regional Councils take the Family Connections classes or correspondence course, or at a minimum, read that text, in order to become more familiar with the functions of a Lay Spiritual Assistant, and


2.  That all Regional Councils, as much as is possible, given geographic limitations, and in conjunction with their Provincial Spiritual Assistant, institute within their regions training programs for Lay Spiritual Assistants, and


3.  During such time as a fully trained and certified Lay Spiritual Assistant is not assigned to a specific fraternity,that certified person work with an existing Spiritual Assistant as an intern, and assist the Formation Team with formation of that fraternity. 

